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tools & equipment

Roger Bisby unveils some facts about Spax
have talked before in these pages
about the problem of corrosion in
sub-standard fixings. If you are
pitching a roof or putting up decking
then you need to know that your fixings
will not react with the chemicals in the
pressure treatment, and if the screws are
used outdoors you need to know that
they will not corrode by a combination of
pollution and rain. Assuming that you
aren't a metallurgist you have to look to
the standards for guidance.
In essence you have C3, C4 and C5 to
choose from. In urban areas with acid rain
an acceptable level of corrosion resistance
is C4 but in coastal regions you would be
better off with C5.
A lot of screws and nails coming in
from the Far East have little in the way of
plating and even their so called stainless
steel is prone to pitting. It would be too
simplistic to say that you get what you pay
for but certainly good plating costs money
and if a manufacturer is looking to shave
something off the price then plating is an
obvious one to go for.
German manufacturer Spax has resisted
the temptations of the east and continues
to produce its products in Germany. The
protective coating on the SPAX-D WIROX
decking screw is accredited with corrosion
category C4 classifications giving the
product an estimated working life of 15
years. In order to see how Spax stood up
against the competition Burton on Trent
based ESG Limited carried out testing on
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behalf of Spax UK Ltd. Comparing their
SPAX-D Wirox coated decking screw
against those from four of their
competitors, they sprayed salt water on a
number of different branded screws.
Accelerated testing cannot possibly
replicate life in the real world but it was at
least a level playing field and the salt spray
tests concluded that the competitors
products showed greater corrosion than
the SPAX-D.

cylindrical head that allows fixing into the
groove of the deck board, countersinking
easily and providing a superb finished
appearance, so much better than having
large headed screws breaking the grooves.
Ground serrations on the lower thread
remove a need to pre-drill and prevents
splitting or splintering. The design of the
screw has another good feature in the non
threaded section of the shank, which pulls
the deck board down tightly with the
short upper thread entering at the last
moment to lock the board securely. It is a
design which will also prevent squeaking
floorboards, except that Spax has another
floorboard screw which, because it’s
designed for indoor use, is zinc yellow
passivated coated, a lower AT2L grade
corrosion resistance. Still, if you have some
decking screws left over from a job, there
is no harm in using them to silence a few
squeaks in flooring. I know one or two
carpenters who also put a shot of
polyurethane expanding adhesive into the
hole. It works a treat, especially if you are
using an old cut nail hole to screw into.

Turning the screw
The 4.5 x 60mm SPAX-D Wirox decking
screws are available in packs of 250pcs or
500pcs. The screw features a small
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